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cultuellement cette nuit, ou ils portaient leurs habits les
plus luxes, se lavaient et s»efforgaient en actes cultuels
et en invocation. A baube, ils observaient le jeline le
lendemain.

Suivant bitinéraire de ces maitres nous veillons
cultuellement cette nuit, la célébrons et en jelinons le
jour. Quiconque le dénie prétendant quil s»agit d>une
innovation est un homme de polémique. On excite cette
polémique chaque année et elle représente un aspect
de cette culture erronée qui garde quelques traces de la
pensée des courants extrémistes : célébrons ou non la
naissance du prophéte, la nuit du voyage nocturne et la
nuit du mi-chaaban ? A chaque occasion se renouvelle
le débat de veiller cultuellement ces nuits et les célébrer.
Il faut dépasser ce type de débat qui transforme

les saisons de bien et de donations divines, ou les
temps sont a exploiter pour réveiller les volontés et se
concurrencer en actes d>obéissances, en préoccupation
par le débat sur y faire ou non des actes cultuels, nous
en féliciter ou non.

Il faut tourner la page de cette méthode
dialectique et agrandir bintérét de ces nobles temps.
L>imam Al Bayhagi (quAllah hagrée dans Sa
Miséricorde) rédigea le livre «les
vertus des temps». Il y appelle
le serviteur a aspirer, s»attendre
et se soucier de bien exploiter
tout temps susceptible d>avoir
une donation divine, méme d>une
fagon approximative. Lyhomme
aspirant poursuit, se soucie et
concurrence dans bespoir de
recevoir les donations divines
dans les temps ou on attend la
réponse. Il est rapporté d>aprés
Ibn Omar (qu>Allah bagrée, lui
et son pére) : il y a cing nuits ou
binvocation nyest pas repoussée
: la nuit de vendredi, la premiére
nuit de Ragab, la nuit du mi-
chaaban, la nuit de Bairam et
la nuit de sacrifice. (Rapporté par Abdel Razek in al
mossanaf). Limam Ach-Chafi (qu>Allah bagrée dans Sa
Miséricorde) dit : pai été informé qwil y a cing nuits ou
binvocation nyest pas repoussée : la nuit de vendredi,
la premiere nuit de Ragab, la nuit du mi-chaaban, la
nuit de Bairam et la nuit de sacrifice, (rapporté par Al
Bayhagqi). La méme guidée est rapporté d>apres Omar
Ibn Abdel Aziz qui écrit a son préfet a Bossera : réunit
les gens pour célébrer ces quatre nuits : la premiéere
nuit de Ragab, la nuit du mi-chaaban, la nuit de Bairam
et la nuit de sacrifice. Dans les hadiths prophétiques il
y a un bon nombre qui porte sur la vertu de la nuit du
mi-chaaban dont certains sont authentiques, d>autres de
degré faible et d>autres de degré trés faible. Cela montre
guwil s»agit d>un état global indéniable dans la Charia sur
cette nuit, ses péripéties subissent le débat. Lorsquron
réunit les preuves, on trouve que cette nuit a une vertu
si immense. Les imams des suivants des compagnons
tels Khaled Ibn Maadan, Maghoul, Lugman Ibn <Amer, Al
awzai et Ishaq Ibn Rahaweih, sont tous unanimes sur
la recommandabilité de veiller cette nuit par les actes
cultuels, la salat, les priéres nocturnes, par se purifier,
invoquer et supplier Allah et jener son lendemain.

Il y a des hadiths jugés authentiques chez les doctes
comme dans le Sahih d>lbn Hiban et les Sunnas d>lbn
Madjah entre autres, qu>Abou Bakr (qu>Allah hagrée) dit
: le prophete (SBL) dit : «Allah, Gloire a Lui, descend et
se manifeste la nuit du mi-chaaban pour tout pardonner».
Crest une voie si vaste via laquelle accéde tout sauf «le
polythéiste et bayant animosité», «celui qui rompt le lien
de parenté», «bassassiny» ou «la fornicatrice».

Je conseille tous : entretenez-vous avec tous les gens,
avec bunivers, par la bienfaisance, la perfection et la
clémence, car notre maitre et prophéte (SBL) dit : «Allah,
Gloire a Lui, se manifeste la nuit du mi-chaaban pour
tout pardonner».

Il faut un niveau primaire de hexaltation du rituel, remplir
les coeurs du sentiment que cette nuit est grandiose et

a des manifestations divines. Allah, Gloire a Lui, dit :

« Et quiconque exalte les injonctions sacrées d>Allah,
syinspire en effet de la piété des coeurs». (Sourate le
pélerinage, 23)

La premiére clé : il ne faut pas laisser les nobles et
vertueux temps passer alors qu»on est en oubli et
insouciance, cela contredit bexaltation des injonctions
sacrées d>Allah. Emplissez vos cceurs du sentiment

que ces temps grandioses sont
nobles, ont un grand cosmique

si grand, au cours desquels Allah
ouvre les trésors de clémence,

de bénédiction, de rassurance et
dragrément et Il se manifeste a Ses
serviteurs. Crest un événement
transcendant, seigneurial et

noble. Remplissez le cceur par un
moment de silence et de repentir
vis-a-vis d>Allah, Gloire a Lui.
Allah raconte le récit des peuples
qwll prit par le chatiment quils
meéritaient car ils syenorgueillirent
de Lyinvoquer en disant : «

Nous les avons certes saisis du
chatiment, mais ils ne se sont pas
soumis a leur Seigneur; de méme
gwils ne [Le] supplient point» (Les Croyants, v. 76)
Emplissez-vous les cceurs avec se montrer pauvre,
humilié, suppliant, aspirant, espérant, invoquant Allah,
orest bien la clé du bien de bici-bas et de I>au-dela.
Dans le hadith rapporté par Oussama Ibn Zayd (qu>Allah
bagrée, lui et son pere) dans lequel il se sert du style
scientifique, s»arréte a hattitude du prophéte (SBL), se
précipite a lui demander pour savoir pourquoi il traite

le mois de chaaban d>une fagon spéciale disant : 6
messager d>Allah ! Je trouve que tu jeline du chaaban
beaucoup plus que des autres mois ? Le prophéte (SBL)
de répondre : «de ce mois les gens sont insouciants,
car il est entre Ragab et Ramadan, un mois au cours
duquel les actes sont exposés au Seigneur de I>Univers
et paime bien que mon ceuvre soit exposée alors que je
suis jeGnant» (rapporté par An-Nassai et Ahmed).
Dépéchez-vous donc par tout de quoi vous disposez :
satisfaction, indulgence et tolérance pour dissiper tous
les sens négatifs, banimosité et la rupture de vos coeurs,
vainquez vos passions ce jour-la, pardonnez les gens
pour quAllah vous pardonne, évitez que cette nuit vous
frappe alors que vos cceurs porte encore de >animosité
envers les autres.
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Dr/ Oussama Al Azhari
ministre des Waaqfs

La nuit du mi-Chaaban est d'une grande importance, d'un prestige solitaire et d'une immense grace.
Parmi ses vertus est le fait qu'il s'agit d'une nuit dans laquelle Allah se manifeste a Ses serviteurs et

leur pardonne les péchés. Cette manifestation divine avec le pardon ne se fait qu'a des temps précis
dont la Nuit de Qadr, le jour d'Arafat et la nuit du mi-chaaban. Il s'agit donc d'une des nuits solitaires

dans le temps, qui assiste a un événement céleste si grandiose et une pure manifestation divine.

Crest une nuit d>innocence, de prédisposition,
drinvocation et de supplication, une nuit si bénie. On
cite parmi ses vertus le fait que les actes des serviteurs
s»y exposent a Allah, Gloire a Lui, Qui les voit et leur
pardonne les péchés et les mauvaises actions. Le
pardon de cette nuit ne renferme pas trois catégories :
le polythéiste, bayant animosité et celui qui rompt le lien
de parenté. Dyaprés Abou Moussa bascharite (qu>Allah
I>agrée), le prophete (SBL) dit : «certes, Allah se
manifeste la nuit du mi-chaaban et leur pardonne tous
sauf le polythéiste et bayant animosité». (Rapporté par
Ibn Madjah parmi d>autres).

Si vous fouillez votre cceur et y trouvez méme un
atome dranimosité, d>hostilité, de rupture, d>orgueil ou
drarrogance vis-a-vis des autres, sachez donc que des
tels sens cardiaques et laids sont susceptibles de te
priver du pardon le jour de la manifestation divine, ce
jour de grace et de pardon. Dyaprés Abou Thalabah Al
Khochni (quAllah I>agrée), le prophéte (SBL) dit : «la
nuit du mi-chaaban Allah se manifeste a Ses créatures,
Il pardonne aux croyants, donne délai aux incroyants
et renonce aux rancuneux avec leur ranceeur jusqu>a
ce qwils Lui invoquenty, (rapporté par At-Tabarani et
Al Bayhagqi). Ly homme doit donc se remplir le coeur de
la sérénité, de hamour et se préoccupe de la priére,
du jedne, de h»évocation, de la bonté pieuse et de la
récitation du Coran. Drapres la mére des croyants

Ayescha (qu>Allah hagrée) : «le messager d>Allah
(SBL) se leva la nuit pour faire la priére, il allongea

la prosternation a tel point que je crds quwil fut mort.

La, je me levai pour faire bouger son pouce. Il se mut
et je me reculai. Se levant la téte de la prosternation

et terminant sa salat il dit : 6 Ayesha, ou 6 Homeiraa,
croyais-tu que le prophéte ta trahi ? Je répondis : mais
non, par Allah ! J>ai pensé que tu es mort a force de ta
longue prosternation. Il me dit : sais-tu il s>agit de quelle
nuit. Je dis : oest Allah et Son messager Qui le savent
mieux. Il répliqua : crest celle du mi-chaaban, ou Allah
se manifeste a Ses serviteurs, pardonne a ceux qui
implorent le pardon, prend en miséricorde a ceux qui la
Lui demandent et laisse les rancuneux tels qwils sont»
(rapporté par Al Bayhaqi).

Crest une nuit d>exposition a Allah, Gloire a Lui, ou les
actes des serviteurs syexposent quotidiennement a Lui,
cela est montré par un hadith «les anges s»alternent a
vous nuit et jour», hebdomadairement selon le hadith
«observez le jeline le lundi et le jeudi» et annuellement
la nuit du mi-chaaban, ou se réunit la récolte de bannée
pour étre exposée cette nuit.

Il s»agit d>une nuit d>invocation, de supplication et

de dévotion envers Allah pour qull agrée les actes

de bannée, d>ou il est recommandable et désirable

de la veiller cultuellement. Un nombre des suivants
des compagnons et des vertueux avaient déja veillé




Par exemple, cheikh Tawfiq Al Batchati (m. 1359) était

un savant versé. Sa preuve d>Alemeyah (équivalent

de Doctorat) dura pour trois jours, non pas deux, trois
heures, le jury de soutenance lui interrogeait sur les
thémes les plus difficiles, a tel point que hétude fut sapée
a Al Azhar et les étudiants se réunirent pour assister la
soutenance. Ce cheikh alla une fois a Jouayna, Sohag et
était chaleureusement accueilli par les maires, dignitaires
et notables. Un homme ordinaire du nom de cheikh
Azouz fut ébloui de cette scéne draccueil, 13, il admira
éperdument la science; il décida d»étudier a cause de la
place sociale quyoccupent les oulémas, il étudia, appris
par cceur le Coran, excella les sciences, fréquenta Al
Azhar, obtint le grade d>Alemeyah et devint cheikh Azouz
Al Johani. Ce qui le poussa au savoir était cette scéne
sociale, une chose bien ancrée aux ames des égyptiens
jusgwa présent.

Ces informations sur cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti nous ont été narrées par le fils du cheikh
Aboul Qassem Al Hégazi le feu monsieur Mohamad
Zakki Eddine, qui en était témoin
oculaire. Il syagit d>un coeur dissolu
entre égyptien et chanquiti. Le cadre qui
les réunit tous réside dans la science,
Al Azhar, le patrimoine du prophétat,
I>amour, la générosité, la propagation
des sublimes moralités parmi les

gens, la purification de bame, instruire
les gens, s)écarter de la haine, de
animosité, de la ranceceur, réunir les pa—
gens sur Allah et Son messager. Ce fut -r'.
le bilan des vies de ces maitres.

Aprés avoir fait ses études et excellé le
Noble Coran et le figh sur son frére ainé
cheikh Mohamad Al <Aged Achanquiti et
son frere Mohamad Khedr Achanquiti,

le cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti partit au Levant. Lorsque sa
compétence scientifique syaccomplit,
avant de se diriger vers le Levant, ni
méme venir a Al Azhar ou se diriger vers
les deux Saintes Mosquées, sa place syagrandit a tel
point de nouer des bonnes relations avec le Sultan Abdel
Hafez du Maroc qui baimait beaucoup et voulut étudier
sur lui. L3, il le logea a Tanger avec lui pour se servir

de ses connaissances. Un certain temps apres, alors
quwil luttait avec lui, il lui dit : majesté le Sultan, je vous
supplie, quAllah me bénisse ce qull me gratifia, laissez-
moi partir, jai envie de me diriger a Al Azhar et aux

deux Saintes Mosquées. La, il arriva a Médine. Lorsque
le sultan alla en pélerinage, saisit hoccasion pour
demander de nouveau le cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti. Cela montre cette place d>oulémas, gravée
ai coeur du sultan, leur prestige, leur respect et leur
estime, a tel point que le sultan devienne leur éléve,
connaisse leur valeur et entre eux se fonde la confiance.
Cela contredit bidée prise par les fréres et salafistes

sur la relation ouléma/ gouverneur qui, selon eux, doit
étre marquée par la haine, le conflit et le heurt, )il y a
une bonne image sur la relation ouléma/ gouverneur,

il s»agit selon eux, des doctes du sultan. Lorsquraprées
une longue période a cbté du sultan lui étant instituteur,
le cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti lui dit qu»il
voudrait partir et le sultan lui donna autorisation.

Le cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti vint au Caire
en 1345h et séjourna hactuelle rue Ahmed Maher, puis
déménagea a Darb Al Labbanah, commissariat de
Khalifa, ou il se maria de la fille d>Abdel Aziz Mohamad
Al Johayni Pacha, bancien ministre des Wadfs et fut
nommé maitre de conférences de hadith a la Faculté de
Théologie.

Al Azhar mettait sa confiance en cheikh Mohamad
Habibullah Achanquiti et le prenait membre au comité de
la mise en valeur des publications et livres. La preuve
en est cette estime et amour que lui éprouvait le grand
imam Al Maraghy, ce qui prouve qu>Al Azhar captait

les mentalités géniales de hest et bouest, Al Azhar
excellait cet art. Chaque fois quil tombait sur une raison
brillante et avait les moyens de hattirer, il le rangeait
aux expériences d>Al Azhar. La, Al Azhar syinstalla aux
épaules des centaines des raisons
brillantes des levantins et maghrébins.
On en cite a titre dvillustration les lettres
envoyées par le grand imam Mohamad
Mostapha Al Maraghi au cheikh
Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti : (La
Mosquée d>Al azhar, lettre no 779 : son
éminence cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti, maitre de conférences a

la Faculté de Théologie. Le Conseil
Supréme d>Al Azhar a décidé a la
séance du lundi le 4 Rabi | 1355h, le 25
mai 1936, la constitution d>un comité
mettre en place les programmes des
sciences mentionnées ci-apres et leur
choisir les livres a enseigner, en vous
en informant j)espére que nous nyauriez
pas dyempéchement quAl Azhar se
serve de vos efforts sinceres. Que le
salut et les bénédictions d>Allah vous
soient accordés, le grand imam, le
chérif Mohamad Mostapha Al Maraghi. Dans une autre
lettre il lui dit : son éminence le maitre prestigieux bérudit
docte cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti, maitre
de conférences a la Faculté de Théologie. Que le salut
et les bénédictions d>Allah vous soient accordés. Nous
vous adressons le livre «Les preuves des bienséances
et de sentences tirées des hadiths du meilleur de
bhumanité» du feu le monsieur cheikh Mohamad
Assamaloulti, priére de le consulter et nous donner votre
avis sur lui. Que le salut et les bénédictions d>Allah
vous soient accordés, le Grand Imam d>Al azhar le 9
septembre 1942.

Le cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti est un

grand symbole qui jouit d>un grand respect et d>une
immense estime de la part de nos fréres en Mauritanie.
Nous sommes fiers de lui en tant quyun venant de la
Mauritanie qui choisit hEgypte pour pays de résidence.
Al Azhar lui donna crédit, baima jusqu»>a ce qwil syinstalla
en Egypte et y fut enterré.
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Des soleils au ciel d'Al Azhar

La mosquée d'Al Azhar est la Qibla de la science, les étudiants s'y dirigent des quatre coins du monde
pour devenir des grands érudits, c'est-a-dire des cheikhs d'islam. lls y viennent envoyés de leurs pays
pour une mission déterminée pour laquelle ils sont dévoués. lIs patientent de demander la science
chez leurs professeurs et cheikhs et ne cessent de rechercher, interroger et étudier pour s'allumer les
raisons par la compréhension. Pour des longues années ils étaient sincéres, rien ne les détourne, ni

futile, ni grand, sauf I'acquisition du savoir.

lls étaient fidéles en abandonnant en exil, les parents,
les patries, le pére, la mére, les voisins et les pays
dans lesquels ils étaient nés et familiers. lls restaient
fidéles aprés avoir accompli leur mission, obtenu le
grand dipléme (alimeyah) ou chacun d>eux devint une
lune éclairante et un des soleils brillants au ciel de la
science et de la guidée. On en cite le cheikh Mohamad
Habibullah Achanquiti.

Il fut né en Mauritanie, ce pays avec lequel nous avons
des rapports splendides d>amitié qui mérite d>étre mis en
évidence. Quelques années avant, notre ambassadeur
a Nouakchott avait invité a une table ronde les grands
intellectuels mauritaniens pour qwils donnent des
discours sur les relations et rapports entre la Mauritanie
et bEgypte, cela était parmi les événements les plus
prospéres queffectua notre ambassadeur la-bas.
Lyéminent savant de qui nous parlons est un érudit

qui représente un point lumineux et un soleil brillant
dans tous les conciles intéressés par la science dans

le dernier siécle. Crest un homme transnational qui fut
n» en Mauritanie, séjourna pour un certain temps dans
le pays des deux Saintes Mosquées puis syinstalla en
Egypte pour revenir encore une fois au pays des deux
Saintes Mosquées pour revenir en Egypte. A benceinte
d>Egypte et Al Azhar, il donnait ses cours a la Faculté
de Théologie jusqu»a son déceés et fut enterré dans la
Terre providentiellement préservée, il représentait un
cadeau de Mauritanie que nous avions >honneur de
I»accueillir et de lui fournir le maximum d>honneur et

de reconnaissance, a titre de récompense par amour
et estime, ou il sacrifia le reste de sa vie a la terre
providentielle d>Egypte.

La personnalité que nous traitons est »éminent savant,
le grand docte de hadith et le noble jurisconsulte le grand
maitre cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti, connu
Mohamad Mimayabi Achanquiti, Chanquite est bune des
régions du pays frére Mauritanie.

Parlant du cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti, le
professeur Oussama Al azhari, ministre des Wagfs, dit

: cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti est parmi les
figures des oulémas ancrés dans le patrimoine d>Al Azhar
dans la génération juste avant celle de nos professeurs,

la génération des cheikhs de nos cheikhs d>Azhar.
L>ancienne génération que nous avons connue nous

a racontés de ses cheikhs comme : cheikh Mohamad
Abdullah Draz, vice-grand imam (m. 1358h.) cheikh
Mohamad Abou Chahnah, cheikh Chaker Chantouri,
cheikh Mohamad Al Lafi Charaan, une pléiade des
oulémas d>Al Azhar qui enseignait a la Faculté de
Théologie avec cheikh Mohamad Habibullah Achanquiti,
ses collegues a la méme Faculté qui se situait dans

son premier siege a la mosquée Khazindara a Choubra
en 1332h. Collegues de cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti soient-ils, ils reconnaissaient sa valeur. Au
terme des cours, ils s»encerclaient autour de lui pour

lire sur lui le Sahih de Muslim et le prenaient pour leur
professeur.

Parmi les merveilles de cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti est le fait que pendant son séjour dans le
pays des deux Saintes Mosquées, il avait eu plusieurs
événements. Il se convaincu incapable d»y rester et
voulut partir en Egypte. Il traversa la Mer Rouge, arriva
a Qosseir puis en Haute-Egypte au village Hégazy au
gouvernorat de Qéna ou vivait son ami intime cheikh
Aboul Qassem Al Hégazy. Ce dernier avait vécu a
Djedda et y eut la plupart de ces enfants. Aprés avoir y
fait ses études pour retourner a Qéna la ville natal de ses
peres et grands-péres, il était parmi les grands oulémas.
Surpris de barrivée de cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti sur le chameau du port de Qosseir, il
I>accueillit chez lui pour quelques mois, ou il lui réunit
les dignitaires de la Haute-Egypte : oulémas, maires,
dignitaires et notables. Le cheikh Mohamad Habibullah
Achanquiti donnait les cours de hadith et narrait les
hadiths avec leurs chaines de transmission, ainsi que
donnait les cours du droit musulman. Il était une sorte de
féte scientifique pour les habitants de la Haute-Egypte.
Il s>agissait d>une tradition sociale plutdt que religieuse.
lorsquyun éminent arrivait en Haute-Egypte on lui
réunissait les notables, les dignitaires et le public, 13,
syorganisait le concile scientifique qui a des semblables
concernant les biographies, les livres, la séance de
Borda et celle d>Achifa (la guérison) d>Avicenne.

Ce concile laissait son grand impact sur les masses.




committee members. It is known that
when Sheikh Tawfiq traveled to the city
of Juhaina in Suhaj, a common man
known as sheikh Azzouz noticed the
celebrations and the generosity with
which Sheikh Tawfiq was received.
So, he decided to get education.

He learned reading and reciting the
Glorious Qura’an. Then, he joined
Al-Azhar and studied there until he got
his Ph.D. He, then, got to be known
as Sheikh Azzouz Al-Juhany. He was
moved by the social status that men
of knowledge enjoyed. This glamour
of religious knowledge was very
influential in the lives of Egyptians and
still is.

Late Mr. Muhammad Zakiyu-din,

son of Sheikh Abul-Qassim is the
one who told us about the details
relating to sheikh Muhammad Habib
Ash-Shangqiti. He saw and knew him
personally. This relationship between
Sheikh Muhammad Ash-Shangiti and
Sheikh Abul-Qassi is a wonderful
example of a strong relationship

that united two remarkable men of
knowledge, one from Egypt and

the other from Shangqit. They were
united in the love of knowledge and
in being colleagues at Al-Azhar, the
respectable institution. They shared
cordiality, generosity and love of
spreading knowledge. They shared
purity of souls and tolerance. They
evaded hate, spleen and quarrels.
They were united with people in the
love of Allah and Prophet Muhammad
(Allah’s Peace and Blessings be upon
him). These morals were essential
and basic to the lives of these great
men of knowledge.

After Sheikh Habib Ash-Shanqiti

got some primary education, in
language, Qura’an, Jurisprudence
under supervision of his older
brother Muhammad Al-Aaaqid
Ash-Shangqiti, he traveled east with
his brother Sheikh Muhammad

Khidr Ash-Shangiti. Before Sheikh
Muhammad Habib-Allah Ash-Shanqiti
traveled east, whether to Al-Azhar

or to Saudi Arabia, he was having a
respectable status and good relations
with Moroccans, especially Sultan
Abdel-Hafiz of Morocco who admired
him so much and wished to attend
his lectures and lessons. The Sultan
invited him to live in Tangier to attend
his lectures and lessons. After a
period of time he asked the Sultan

to let him go east for he had some
ambition to study at Al-Azhar and at
the two holy mosques in Mecca and
Medina. He went first to the blessed
city of Medina. When the Sultan
was performing his pilgrimage, he
asked Sheikh Ash-Shanqiti to return
to Morocco. This request made by
the Sultan of Morocco indicates how
much the Sultan loved and respected
Sheikh Ash-Shanqiti. The Sultan’s

heart was full of respect and esteem
for the sheikh and for his knowledge
and lessons which the Sultan was
eager to attend. They were so trustful
of each other.

This kind of relationship was
misunderstood and misrepresented
by those believe in the Salafi way of
thinking or those who believe in the
ideas held by the members of the
Muslim brotherhood. Those two ways
of thinking hold that the relationship
between scholars and men of
knowledge should be dominated by
hate, conflict and clash. If they notice
a good relationship between a ruler
and a religious scholar, they describe
the scholar as a scholar of the ruler.
Here, we have the good example of
Sheikh Ash-Shanqiti who stayed for

a period of time in close touch with
the Sultan of Morocco. After a period
of time, Sheikh Ash-Shanqiti told

the Sultan that he wanted to leave
Morocco, and the Sultan cordially let
him go.

Sheikh Muhammad Habib-Allah
Ash-Shangqiti came to Cairo in 1345
(H.C.) and lived in the street known
nowadays as Ahmad Mahir Street.
He, then, moved to the quarter known
as Darb Al-Labbana in Al-Khlifa
District. He lived in this quarter and
married the daughter of Muhammad
Al-Juhayni Basha, the Minister of
Wagfs at that time. He was appointed
as a lecturer of Hadith at Faculty of
Theology.

Sheikh Ash-Shangiti was highly
appreciated at Al-Azhar and he was
selected as a distinguished member
of the committee that assessed

the books which were nominated

for publication. He was very well
respected by Sheikh Al-Maraghi, the
Grand Sheik of Al-Azhar at that time.
This respectable relationship between
the two sheiks indicates that Al-
Azhar institution has always attracted

the famous sheiks who had genius
thoughts to study at Al-Azhar. They
came from East and West to study at
this respectable institution. It is a task
that Al-Azhar has always succeeded
in performing in the best possible
way. Whenever this institution gets to
know about a distinguished scholar,
it found a way to attract him to study
there and be one of its scholars. Al-
Azhar enjoyed its distinguished status
as a result of attracting such great
scholars from East and West. An
undeniable evidence of this feature
of Al-Azhar is the document number
779 which was sent by Sheikh
Muhammad Mustafa Al-Maraghi, the
Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar to Sheikh
Muhammad Ash-Shanqiti, which

is kept in the Library of Al-Azhar.
This documented letter reads as
follows: “Your excellency, Sheikh
Ash-Shanaqiti, lecturer at Faculty of
Theology, We are pleased to let you
know that on Monday, 4th of Rabi
Al-Awwal, 1355 (H.C.) corresponding
to May 25th, 1936) the Supreme
Council of Al-Azhar has formed a
committee to put the syllabi and
books for the subjects indicated in
this form. We are pleased to let you
know about this committee and hope
that you have no objection to be a
member of this committee. We hope
that Al-Azhar will be able to benefit
from your valuable efforts and views.
May Allah’s peace and blessings

be upon you. Signed by the Grand
Sheikh of Al-Azhar/ Muhammad
Mustafa Al-Maraghi”. In another letter
written by the Grand Sheikh of Al-
Azhar, Sheikh Al-Maraghi says to him:
“Your excellency the respectable and
knowledgeable Sheikh As-Shanqiti,
lecturer at Faculty of Theology, May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
you. Enclosed with this letter, please
find the Book entitled A Guide to
Etiquette and Morals as Derived from
the Actions and Sayings of Prophet
Muhammad”. The Hadiths included
in this book are collected by Sheikh
Muhammad As—Samallouti. Please,
read it and send your point of view
regarding the contents of the book.
May Allah’s Peace and Blessings be
upon you.

Signed by the Grand Sheikh of Al-
Azhar and dated 9th of September,
1942".

Sheikh Muhammad Habib-Allah Ash-
Shanaqiti is one of the great iconic
figures who is esteemed highly by
our generous fellow Muslim brothers
in Mauritania. We are proud of
having him live in Egypt which he
loved and chose to stay in for the
rest of his life. Al-Azhar endeared
him and considered him one of the
notable figures. He was buried

in Egypt, the land he loved and
endeared.
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Bright Lights in the Horizon of Al-Azhar

The Mosque of Al-Azhar is the direction towards which students from different parts of the world travel
to get education aiming at becoming knowledgeable scholars in Islamic subjects. These students
travel to Al-Azhar on scholarships with a specific objective, that is to get knowledge. They work hard

to get the required knowledge from their teachers and sheiks at Al-Azhar. They patiently do their best
to get this knowledge through attending classes, seminars and doing researches and studies. These
efforts enlighten their minds and help them understand the real message of Islam. They work for years
with no other objective than just to get knowledge.

They get to travel to Cairo, away
from their homes, countries, families
and neighbors with whom they lived
comfortably for years and years.
They are honest in their efforts to get
this kind of knowledge. They feel
rewarded when they graduate and
some of them would even get their
Ph. D. Degrees each in his field.
They spread the light of knowledge
and guidance in their countries and
become like a moon or a sun that
shines and spreads light all around.
One of these sheikhs is Sheikh
Muhammad Habib-Allah Ash-
Shangiti who was born and raised in
Mauritania, the country which has very
strong and friendly ties with Egypt. It
is high time throw light on this cordial
and historical relations and ties.
Some years ago, our ambassador in
Nouakchott has called for a seminar
to which he invited famous Cultured
Mauritanian writers and speakers

to give speeches on relations and
ties between Egypt and Mauritania.
This session was one of the most
successful events there.

The great scholar we are writing
about today is one of the well-known
intellectuals whose light of knowledge
spread all over the academic
institutions which are interested in
knowledge in the last century. He
moved from one country to another
seeking knowledge. From Mauritania
where he was born, he moved to
Saudi Arabia to be close to the two
Holy Mosques in Mecca and Medina,
where he stayed for some time. He
traveled to Egypt for some time to
move back to Saudi Arabia. Later
on, he returned to Egypt, where he
studied at Faculty of Theology at the
honored University of Al-Azhar. He
stayed in Egypt until he died and was
buried.

Egypt was honored by hosting

this great scholar where he was
generously treated with gratitude
and cordiality by Egyptians. On his

part, he returned these feelings of
gratitude and love with cordiality and
indebtedness. In appreciation of
these feelings of love, he stayed in
Egypt for the rest of his life.

Sheiks Ash-Shangqiti is a reputable
specialist in Hadith and Jurisprudence.
He is Sheikh Muhammad Hablib-Allah
Ash-Shangqiti. He is known as Sheikh
Muhammad Ash-Shangqiti. dated 9th
of September, 1942, Shanqitis a
region and an area in Mauritania, our
brotherly country.

Professor Usama Al-Azhari,

the Egyptian Minister of Waqgfs
(Endowments) says that Sheikh
Muhammad Ash-Shanqiti is one

of the most distinguished scholars
who belong to the generation of
sheiks who taught our sheiks while
teaching at Al-Azhar. When we meet
our sheiks, they tell us about their
sheiks, like Sheikh Muhammad
Abdallah Draz, the deputy sheikh of
Al-Azhar, who died in 1958, Sheik
Muhammad Abu-Shahba, Sheikh
Ash-Shakir Ash-Shantory and Sheikh
Muhammad Al-Lafi Sara’an, who are
remarkable scholars who worked for
the respectable institution of Al-Azhar.
They studied at Faculty of Theology
with Sheikh Muhammad Ash-Shanqiti.
Students of Faculty of Theology at
that time used to attend in the Mosque
of Al-Khazindara in Shobra, which was
the first headquarter for the faculty.
Study at Faculty pf Theology started
there started in the year 1333 (H. C.).
These distinguished sheikhs were
colleagues to Sheikh Muhammad
Habib Ash-Shangqiti. In appreciation
of Sheik Ashanqiti’'s knowledge, the
colleagues would gather around him
to read Sahih Muslim. They used to
treat him as a teacher to them.

One of the strange events in the life
of Sheikh Ash-Shangiti is that he
stayed at the two holy mosques in
Saudi Arabia, where he had some
happenings after which he decided

to leave the country. He came to

Egypt on a voyage across the Red
Sea and landed in Al-Qussair. From
there, he went to the Village of Higazi
in the Governorate of Qina in Upper
Egypt, where his intimate friend and
colleague Sheikh Abul-Qassim used
to live. Shiekh Abul-Qassim traveled
to Jeddah, where he stayed for a
period of time. It was in Jeddah that
most of Sheikh Abul-Qassim’s children
were born. Then, he returned to his
birthplace in Qina. He is one of the
remarkable men and knowledgeable
scholars. He was surprised when he
saw Sheikh Ash-Shangqiti coming to
his place on a camel from Al-Qussair.
Sheikh As-Shangiti stayed with him
for some months. In celebration of
Sheiks Ash-Shanqiti’s visit, Sheikh
Aul-Qassim Gathered the notables

of Upper Egypt, including men of
knowledge, mayors and celebrities

to attend his guest’s lessons. He
continued giving speeches and
lessons on Hadith and its narrators
as well as on Jurisprudence. These
days were like festivals celebrating
knowledge in the area.

These gatherings were more of social
gatherings, than lectures on religious
subjects. When a famous sheikh or a
man of knowledge comes to the area,
the notables and celebrities of the
area gather in a big place as a kind of
welcome to the guest. Some of these
gathering were given special names
like the Al-Burda Gathering and Ash-
shifa Gathering. Such gatherings were
big events in the lives the common
people.

One of these scholars is Shiekh Tawfiq
Al-Butshiti (d. 1359). He was a great
man of knowledge who was examined,
not for two or three hours, but for
three days to get his Ph. D. He was
asked very difficult questions to which
he gave very convincing answers.
During these three days students and
scholars gathered quitting their classes
and lessons to witness the Sheikh’s
answers to the members of the




Shaba’an. Some of these Hadiths
were ranked as true and good while
some others were ranked as weak.
Some others were ranked as very
weak. This condition indicates that
there is a special status for this night
around which scholars disagree.
Differences are likely to be in the
minor details relating to this night.
But once we collect data about this
night we come to the conclusion that
the Night of the Middle of the Month
of Shaba’an is a great night that

has its distinct status among other
nights. We notice that some Imams
of the followers of the Prophet’s
companions, like Khalid son of
Miedan, Makhool, Lugman son of
Aamer, Imam Al-Awzaei and Imam
Ishaq son of Rahaweih, the imam

of Hadith, have all agreed about the
great status of this night and they
stated that it is a night that deserves
to be celebrated by worshipping Allah.
According to their collective view,
Muslims are recommended to wash,
perform extra night prayers besides
the day prayers. Muslims are advised
to get closer to Allah on that night
through supplication, and invoking
Allah’s mercy, and fasting its day.
Some Hadiths which were accepted
by scholars urge Muslims to get closer
to Allah on that night through prayers,
supplication and fasting. Some of
these scholars are Ibn Habban and
Ibn Maja in his book Assunan among
others. One of these Hadiths is the
one narrated by Abu-Bakr who said
that Prophet Muhammad (Allah’s
peace and Blessings be upon him)
said: “Allah gets closer to his servants
on the Night of the Middle of the

Month of Shaba’an. On that night
Almighty Allah forgives all the sins

of his servants”. This is a night of
Mercy that Allah bestows on all people
except polytheists and bickerers. In
another narration, the Hadith includes
also “person who sever their family
ties, killers and adulterous women”.
My personal advice to all Muslims is
that they should treat all people with
kindness. They should be honest

in their deeds and be responsible at
their places of work. They should do
their best to perform their duties in the
best possible way. They should be
merciful in all their deeds and actions.
They should follow the example of
their merciful prophet who said that
“Allah reveals His divine glory and
brings down his Mercy on the Night
of the Middle of Shaba’an and He
forgives everything”.

First of all, there should be some kind
of veneration of the rituals of Allah. A
Muslim must be sure that this night

is so glorious for Allah, Glorified be
He, reveals His divine Glory to his
servants. In the Qura’an Allah says:
“Whoever venerates the rituals of
Allah is a pious one” (22: 32).

The first thing you should do on that
night is that you should not let such a
great night pass without being aware
of its value. You should not disregard
it. Do not let it slip by without taking
advantage of its graciousness. If you
do, you have not venerated the rituals
of Allah. Be sure that such a great
night is a majestic occasion that you
should grasp and make the best use
of it. On that night there was a great
event. On that night Allah opens the
treasures of His Mercy for those who

sincerely and humbly supplicate to
Him and for those who get closer

to Him. Whoever satisfies Allah on
that night he will be blessed with
Allah’s compassion and kindness,
grace and acceptance. On that night
Allah reveals His Divine Glory and
blesses His servants. Itis a night

of a sublime event. You need to fill
your heart with moments of serenity
and peacefulness. Feel that you are
in the presence of Allah’s Mercy. A
Muslim should know that Allah tells
us about some people who deserved
punishment because they did not feel
the serenity of submission to Allah.
Almighty Allah explains in the Qura’an
that He had punished some people
because “They did not yield to their
Lord in piety nor did they humbly
supplicate to Him” (A23: 76).

A Muslim is required to fill his heart
with piety, unpretentiousness and
humbleness. This is the way to be
good in both this life and the one
after. Usama son of Zaid (May Allah
bless his soul) inquired from the
Prophet about the Prophet’s special
care for worshipping Allah in the
Month of Shaba’an saying: “Oh,
Prophet, | noticed that you fast in

the month of Shaba’an more than
you fast in any other month [except
Ramadan]. The Prophet (Allah’s
Peace and Blessings be upon him)
said: “This is a month that many
people are unaware of its worth

and grace. It is the month that falls
between Rajab and Ramadan. It

is the month in which the deeds of
people ascend to Allah, the Lord of
All, and | want that my deeds will
ascend to the presence of Allah
while | am fasting”. (This Hadith was
narrated by An-Nisaie and Ahmad).
Oh, Muslims, hasten to the
forgiveness of your Lord in every
way you can. Be merciful and
tolerant to others. Remove all
causes of discord and antagonism.
Get connected to other Muslims and
do not sever your relations with your
fellow Muslim brothers. Overcome
the negative feelings of animosity
and hate. Forgive others, and Allah
will forgive you. Be sure that on
this night you will get rid of all hard
feelings that you have had against
any of your relatives, acquaintance
or even strangers.
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night, Almighty Allah reveals his
divine glory to his servants and He
forgives the sins of those who ask
Him for forgiveness and casts His
Mercy on those who ask him for
Mercy. He gives a chance to those
whose hearts are filled with hate
and spleen to repent” (mentioned in
Al-Bayhaqi).

This night is a night of the
ascendance of the records of
people’s deeds to Allah. Deeds of
people are revealed to Allah daily
as mentioned in the Hadith: “Angels
reveal the deeds of people to Allah
by day and by night”. Deeds also
are revealed to Allah weekly as
mentioned in the Hadith in which
the Prophet says that the deeds

of people are revealed to Allah by
angels on Mondays and Thursdays.
There is also an annual ascendance
of the deeds of people to Allah which
is on the night of the Middle of the
Month of Shaba’an. On that night
the aggregate of people’s deeds

in the whole year are revealed to
Allah by angels. It is the night of the
collective harvest of the whole year’s
deeds.

It is a night of pious invocation of
Allah’s mercy through prayers to
accept the deeds of the whole

year. Hence, observing it in piety
and devotion to Allah is highly
recommended and endorsed. Our
pious forefathers used to observe
devotion to Allah on that night.
They used to, wash, wear the

best of their clothes and start their
pious devotion and commitment to
worshipping Allah through prayers
and remembrance of Allah. Then,
they will fast the day after.

So, following the example of those
pious forefathers, we need to
commit ourselves to the worship

of Allah and to celebrate it by
fasting its day. Whoever denies this
attitude claiming that fasting this
day is an innovation, is merely an
arguer. This controversy occurs
every year on the same issue. This
yearly controversy is a mistaken
argument that has its roots in the
extremist ways of thinking. These
arguers always ask: should we
celebrate the Birth of Prophet
Muhammad (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings be upon him) or not?

Should we celebrate the night of
the Night Journey to Jerusalem and
the Ascendance to Heaven or not?
Should we celebrate the Night of
the Middle of the Month of Shaba’an
or not? They always start this kind
of controversy with the approach of
any religious Feast or occasion. We
should avoid this kind of argument
which turns such blessed days

of graces in which people should
devote themselves to the worship
of Allah to days of argument and
controversy about whether we
should worship Allah in them or not.
They even argue about whether
we should congratulate our fellow
Muslims on these occasions or not.
We should disregard this way

of argumentation which might
reach the level of describing some
Muslims as disbelievers. We
should make good use of these
great days and blessed times by
worshipping Allah in every possible
way. Imam Al-Bayhaqi wrote a
book on “The Graces of Specific
Times”. In this book the author
invites Muslims to take advantage
of the blessed times of the year,

in which Allah blesses his people
with exceptional graces on specific
times of the year. We should wait
for such time and make the best of
our efforts to worship Allah and take
advantage of these graces. Such
acts of worship surely will bring us
closer to Allah, even if it is on the
way of probability. A person who
seeks the satisfaction of Allah will
be careful that he does not miss
any of such days of blessings

and graces. It was narrated that

Abdullah son of Omar (May Allah
bless them both) said: Prayers and
supplication to Allah are accepted
on five nights: the night of Fridays,
the first night of the month of Rajab,
the Night of the Middle of the
Month of Shaba»an, the night of the
Feast and the night of slaughtering
animals in the twelfth Month of the
Year, on the Islamic calendar. This
saying was narrated by Abder-
Raziq in his book Al-Musannaf. We
also read that Al-lmam Ash-Shafei,
(May Allah Bless his soul) said: “I
was informed that supplication is
accepted on five nights: the night of
Friday, the night of the first day of
the month of Rajab, the night of the
Middle of the Month of Shaba’an,
the night of the Feast that follows
the month of Ramadan and the
night of the Feast of slaughtering
animals on the twelfth Month of

the Hijri Calendar” This saying was
mentioned by Al-Bayhagi. Also, we
have read that Omar Ibn Abdel-Aziz
sent a letter to his appointed ruler
on Basra in which he wrote: “Ask
people to gather and worship Allah
on these four nights, the night of the
Middle of the Month of Shaba’an,
the first night of the Month of Rajab,
the night of the Feast that follows the
month of Ramadan and the night of
the Feast of slaughtering animals on
the Month of Dhi-El-Hijja”.

When we research the Hadiths of
Prophet Muhammad, (Allah’s Peace
and Blessings be upon him) we

will find a number of sayings by the
Prophet on the value and graces
that Allah blesses Muslims on the
Night of the Middle of the Month of
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The Night of the Middle of Shaba’an, the eighth month in the Higri Calendar, is a great night in the Muslim
tradition. It is a night that has its magnificent colossal value and bountiful graces.

One of that night’s characteristics is that it is the night that Allah, Glorified be He, reveals His Limitless Glory
and forgives the sins of his servants. Allah, Glory be to Him, gives such a gratuity to his servants on specific
times in specific days of the year, like that of the night of Value in the last ten days of the Month of Ramadan

and the Day of Arafat, the ninth day of the last month of the Higri calendar.

The Night of the middle of the
Month of Shaba’an is one of these
precious days that Allah accepts his
servants’ prayers and supplications.
It is one of the few nights in which
grand events occur in Heaven.

On this night the Great Divine
Revelation of Allah takes place. It
is a night that we absolve others

in forgiveness. It is a blessed

night of sincere prayers, and pious
devotion to Allah. One of its merits
is that the deeds of Allah’s servants
ascend to Allah and He, mercifully,
forgives their sins and misdeeds.
However, Allah’s forgiveness of the
sins of his servants on that night
does not cover three sets of people,
polytheists, and bickerers and
those who sever their family ties.
Abu Dharr narrated that Prophet
Muhammad, (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings be upon him) said: “On
the night of the Middle of the Month
of Shaba’an, the deeds of people
ascend to Allah. He forgives the
sins committed by all people except
polytheists and bickerers” (This

Hadith was mentioned in Ibn Maja’s
Book of Hadith and in others).

If we to look deeply into our hearts
and find out that we have the least
degree of bickering, animosity,
severing of a family tie or feelings of
haughtiness and arrogance, then we
should know that such ugly qualities
will deprive us of Allah’s forgiveness
on that night of the Revelation of
Allah’s Magnificent and Divine
Glory. ltis the night of forgiveness
and Benevolence. Ibn Thalaba
Al-Khashni (May Allah bless his
soul) said that he heard Prophet
Muhammad (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings be upon him) saying: “On
the Night of the Middle of the Month
of Shaba’an, Allah looks kindly at
people, then, He forgives the sins
of believers and gives a chance to
disbelievers. He turns away from
quarrelsome people who picker
others until they return to His way
of love and kindness” (narrated by
At-Tabarany and Al-Bayhaqi).

On that blessed night, every human
being should return to Allah and fill

his heart with serenity and kindness.
He should busy himself with
prayers, fasting, remembrance of
Allah and doing good deeds as well
as reading the Glorious Qura’an.
As-Sayyida Aisha, wife of Prophet
Muhammad and consequently,
mother of all Muslims said: “Prophet
Muhammad started his prayers at
night and he stayed for a very long
time prostrating to Allah till | thought
that he has passed away. | quickly
moved towards him and moved his
thumb, which moved in response.
Relieved, | went back to where |
was sitting. When he raised his
head from the prostrating position
and finished his prayers, he said:
‘Oh, Aisha, my dear young wife, did
you think that | deprived you of your
right? | answered: no, by Allah, but |
thought that you have passed away
for you have been prostrating for a
long time. He said: “Do you know
what night is this? | said: No, | don't,
Allah and His prophet know”. He
said: “It is the Night of the Middle

of the Month of Shaba’an. On that
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