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Minbar Al-Islam Magazine

Brlght nghts in the Horlzon of AI-Azhar
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The Mosque of Al-Azhar is the direction towards which students from different parts of the world
travel to get education aiming at becoming knowledgeable scholars in Islamic subjects. These
students travel to Al-Azhar on scholarships with one objective, that is to get knowledge. They work
hard to get the required knowledge from their teachers and sheiks at Al-Azhar.

They patiently do their best to get this knowledge
through attending classes, seminars and doing
researches and studies. These efforts enlighten their
minds and help them understand the real message
of Islam. They work for years with no other objective
than just to get knowledge. They get to travel away
from their homes, countries, families and neighbors
with whom they lived comfortably for years and
years. They are honest in their efforts to get this
kind of knowledge. They feel rewarded when they
graduate and some of them would even get their

Ph. D. Degrees each in his field. They spread the
light of knowledge and guidance in their countries
and become like a moon or a sun that spreads light
all around. When they go back to their homes they
bring their countrymen together in a world of peace,
good morals and fruitful knowledge. They invite their
countrymen to nationalism and independence from
the transgressions of imperialism and occupation.
They would bring people together for the good of
their countries.

One of these notable scholars is the knowledgeable
intellectual the respectable Sheikh/ Muhammad
Kamel Bin Mustafa At-Tarabulsi who was born in
1244 Higri Calender corresponding to 1828 A.D. in
the City of Az-Zawia. He, then, travelled with his
family to Tripoli in 1250 (H. C) corresponding to
1835 A.D) where he finalized keeping the Quran by
heart. He got education at the “Faculty of Anmad
Basha,” then, at Othman Basha As-Saquzli School
which was constructed in 1064 (H. C). This school,
which came to be known as the Othmaniyya School,
became the biggest centers for education in Libya,
our dear neighboring country. It is noticed that the life
of this reputable scholar will be well connected to this
Othman Basha school.

The great scholar Muhammad Bin Mustafa came

to Egypt and studied at its reputable institution,
Al-Azhar, for seven consequent years. He had

no objective in his life in Egypt, besides getting
knowledge and education. He attended the classes
and lectures of some great Azhari scholars and
teachers like “Imam Al-Bajori,” “Sheikh Abdel-Hady
Naja Al-lbyari,” and “Imam Burhan Ed-Din As-
Saqqga’”. He, then, returned to Libya where he settled
there for some time and became the Mufti in Libya in

1311 (H. C) until he died in 1315 (H. C).

The seven years which the reputable Sheikh At-
Tarabulsi spent in Egypt are characterized by some
amazing features which are described by Mr. Aly
Mustafa Al-Musrati, the dependable writer in his book
“Intellectuals from Tripoli” as follows: “Sheikh Kamel
Bin Mustafa spent seven consequent years as a
student at Al-Azhar Mosque working day and night
on his studies. He did not leave the academic circles
which he attended. He did not stop working on his
studies except on Thursday evenings, when he went
around for a stroll on the banks of the Nile, where the
Andalusi Garden is situated nowadays. He would sit
with his international colleagues from different Islamic
countries under the trees where they would enjoy
their time. They exchanged information about and
stories from their countries. These meetings by the
Nile, together with some kind of exercises and sports
with colleagues comprised some kinds of exchanging
knowledge, literary prating and enjoyment.

Strangely enough, this great scholar graduated

from Al-Azhar complying with the Hanafi doctrine

in a country that adhered to the Maliki Doctrine.
However, he did not have a clash with others. Neither
did he encounter other people around him. He did
not cause any troubles among people around him.
He wrote a book in which he adhered to the Hanafi
Doctrine. This book was entitled: “Al-Fatawi Al-
Kamiliya on the Events in Tripoli”.

At that time, Egypt and Cairo offered a window

on the world. Those international students who
graduated in Egypt of that time returned to their
homelands enriched with academic and rightful
religious knowledge as well as experience and

good understanding of life. This kind of knowledge
manifested itself in the life of our remarkable sheikh
Muhammad Kamel who took care of the school of
“Othman Basha As-Saquzli”. In his patronage of this
school he introduced different kinds of knowledge
and devoted himself to teaching there. This notable
sheikh has an iconic status among Libyans. They
are so proud of him and see him as a symbol of
knowledge and Islamic Sharia in their country. He
was seen as a master of knowledge and piety at his
time. Some scholars wrote a book on his biography.
May Allah bless this remarkable Sheikh.
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indications of what was in the era of Allah’s
Messenger of crafts, industries and legitimate
professions,” which we in the Awgaf Ministry
published as part of the Supreme Council For
Islamic Affairs’ publications.

Distinguished Sheikh Rifa)a at-Tahtawi counted
all of that in his great book about the Prophet’s
biography: The end of the summary of the
biography of the inhabitant of the Hijaz.” He
devoted a large chapter - almost a quarter of the
book - to the Prophet’s (Allah’s blessing and peace
be upon him) care for crafts and professions in
the Prophetic era. This was also addressed by
Imam al-Sayed Abdel-Hayy al-Katani in his book:
“The Administrative arrangements in the prophetic
government system.” And Imam Taj al-din al-Sobki
developed the rules of mastering the professions
in his book: “The restorer of blessings and the
destroyer of calamities.” And under the care of the
Holy Sharia for this great aspect of urbanization
and development, institutions develop, and
civilization is created.

Our celebration of the Holy Prophetys Birthday is
in fact a revival of the purposes of his message,
mission and call, and his morals and ideals so
that we follow and translate them into reality and
actions that prove the sincerity of our love for him
and our faith in him.

The second glance: The Prophet, Allah’s blessing
and peace be upon him, said: “O people, promote
peace, feed (the poor and needy) and perform
the prayers at night when others are asleep). This
was his address to his nation, the whole Muslims,
the 2 billion people today. That is these meanings
are their message to the rest of the people; that
these meanings and values are the job of the
Muhammad’s nations towards humanity: to feed
the poor and needy, and to turn this feeding from
an individual act to an institutional and collective
role for Muslims in their countries, communities
and all their peoples, so no one on earth remains
hunger. And then the heaven'’s Revelation and the
Prophet>s guidance meet with what people in the
United Nations thought about when they in 2015
developed the sustainable development plan for
2030 which adopted 17 goals. The second goal

Is “end hunger and achieve food security” (zero
hunger). Where are you, Muslims, from that, and

your Prophet said: (Feed the poor and needy). And
Allah says: “And they give food, in spite of their
love for it to the poor, the orphan and the captive.”
Indeed, we are waiting for a great day in which
Allah will revive us, and He will ask us: What

did we do with the guidance of our Prophet,
Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him? Did we
speed his values and morals to the world? So all
Muslims, prepare yourselves to this great day.
The Prophet, Allah’s blessing and peace be upon
him, said: “promote peace.” So we turn promoting
peace into a collective institutional role for the 2
billion Muslims, so we put out fires of wars in the
whole world, and that we face all the philosophies
of the clash of civilizations, and that we call for
civilizations to recognise each other. Allah says:
“you may come to know one another.” And to
keep good relations with our relatives, so we build
good relations between all peoples and nations,
because all are children of Adam as are relatives
iIn humanity.

And then, the Prophet, Allah’s blessing and

peace be upon him, said: “perform the prayers at
night when others are asleep.” It's the last thing
after “feed the poor and needy” “promote peace”
and “keep good relations with relatives,” so that
we know that complete humanity is the key to
complete worship.

And if the Holy Prophet>s guidance to his nation is
to put out the fires of war in the whole world, then
as Egyptians under the leadership of Mr. President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (may Allah bless him) we
make all our efforts to put out the fires of war in
Gaza and the West Bank. And we reject that our
brothers be forcefully evicted from their land. And
call on them to fully hold on to their land no matter
what the terrible sacrifices. There is no solution

to the crisis except by the establishment of the
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders with East
Jerusalem its capital.

The third glance: the Prophet, Allah’s blessing
and peace be upon him, introduced Umran
(civilization), and caring for professions. So we
found the slogan: “to maintain.”

He also introduced, feeding the poor and needy,
promoting peace and putting out war fire. So we
found “to rectify.”

He also introduced joy for Allah and her
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Messenger, Allah’s blessing and peace be upon
him. He said: In the bounty of Allah. And in His
Mercy,- in that let them rejoice»: that is better than
what (wealth) they amass.

He told those who asked Him about the Day of
Resurrection: (What have you prepared for it?)

He said: | have prepared for it the love of Allah
and His Messenger. He told him: (You will be with
those you love).

Our master Anas said: We have never been
happier after Islam than when the Prophet, Allah’s
blessing and peace be upon him, said: (You will be
with those you love). So we found the slogan: (to
love, not to hate or feel rancour.)

He was created with the righteous moral. (You (the
Prophet) are on an exalted standard of character.).
And He said: (The one who is most beloved to me
is the one with the best morals.) So we found the
slogan: (to have morals.)

He came with the command to think, reason,
contemplate, consider and learn, so we found

the slogan: (to think, create, develop, invent and
become civilized).

He said: (Allah is beautiful, and he loves beauty).
So we found the slogan: (to beautify.) so: to
maintain, to rectify, to rejoice, to love, to have

morals, to think and to beautify. This is our Master
Muhammad, Allah’s blessing and peace be upon
him. And this is his birthday.

Finally, in the presence of His Excellency the
President and within earshot of the entire world,

| say to my colleagues and honorable sons,
preachers, imams, and all sons of the Ministry

of Awqaf: These are the Prophet’s legacies, so
realize them in yourselves, and carry the torches
of its light in your call and in your message to
enlighten the country, and to fill the awareness

of all Egyptians. Raise your heads high with the
honor of what you carry and the nobility of what
you perform, and be a beacon among people, a
good appearance, and an enlightening wisdom,
and let your speech descend upon people’s hearts
with mercy and comfort. And Allah knows best the
intention behind one’s deeds.

The Awqaf Minister then presented the Holy Book
(Quran) as a gift to Mr. President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi, President of the Republic (may Allah bless
him).
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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious,

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and may blessings and peace be upon our master
Muhammad, the master of the first and the last, and upon his family and companions and those
who follow them in righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

Mr. President Abdel Fattah E|-Sisi, President of the
Republic (may Allah bless him).

Gentlemen ...

Professor Ahmed Al-Tayeb, the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar Al-Sharif (may Allah bless him).
Distinguished attendees,

It is my pleasure to extend warmest
congratulations to all of you, to the great people of
Egypt, to the Arab and Islamic nations, and to the
whole humanity, for the birthday of the honorable
and glorious Prophet. | pray for Allah, the Almighty,
that this occasion finds all of us in goodness,
prosperity and pleasure.

And then,

Today is the birthday of the chosen Prophet
(Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him), the
chosen, the elevated, the beloved Prophet. He
didn’t return the adverse with another adverse,

but he forgave and pardoned. He was merciful to
the believers. He was weeping for the overloaded
animal, and he was weeping for the orphan in the
widow»s lap. He was not rude, or coarse. He was
not ranting in the markets. He wasn’t showing off
obscenity. And he wasn’t obscene. If he passes by
the lamp, it won’t be extinguished because of his
silence. Even if he walked on dry reeds, his steps
wouldn’t be heard.

Allah sent him as a bearer of good tidings and

a warner, so He rewarded him with all that is
beautiful and bestowed upon him all that is

noble. He made tranquility descend upon him. He
made righteousness be his slogan; piety be his
conscience; wisdom be his reason; truthfulness
and loyalty be his nature; forgiveness, pardon and
kindness be his character; justice be his conduct,
truth be his law, guidance be his leadership, Islam

be his religion. And He nhamed him Ahmad.

And allow me to stop at some glances:

The first glance: The Prophet, Allah’s blessing and
peace be upon him, brought about civilization.

He strictly forbade corruption on earth and the
destruction of crops and offspring. He ordered his
companions to practise crafts and professions and
urged them to do so. Scholars counted the number
of professions that existed during his noble

time. They exceeded two hundred professions.
He, Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him,
commanded his companions to master those
professions and improve them, so that sources of
livelihood be doubled; homes be inhabited: and
we would be far from poverty; prosperity would be
achieved.

Distinguished Imam Abu al-Hassan Ali |bn
Muhammad al-Khozaei al-Telmisani authored his
great and wonderful book: Explaining the auditory







